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DSD39/17 MORRIS RESERVE MASTER PLAN (D17/347896) 
Director Social Development 
Youth and Leisure         
 
  

Executive Summary 
Morris Reserve is a single oval reserve, set in a densely populated residential area in 
Pascoe Vale South. The reserve offers both passive and active recreation opportunities and 
facilities including: 

• football/cricket oval with a turf table and synthetic wicket; 
• sporting pavilion; 
• cricket practice nets; 
• scout hall; 
• public toilet block; 
• playground; and 
• a small sealed car park. 
Morris Reserve is seasonally allocated to the West Coburg Softball Club and the West 
Coburg Cricket Club in summer, and the West Coburg Football Club in winter. 
The facilities at Morris Reserve are functionally obsolete for contemporary sporting club 
requirements and community expectations. At the June 2011 Council meeting (DSD19/11), 
Council resolved the West Coburg and Pascoe Vale South Precinct needs analysis (2011), 
which identified the need for master planning of Morris Reserve in conjunction with the West 
Coburg Sports Club and other stakeholders. 
Morris Reserve is an important precinct, providing much needed open space, leisure and 
physical activity opportunities and community facilities. The park and the facilities within the 
park precinct are well used, and the demand for such facilities will grow based on population 
forecasts for the area. However many of these facilities have become run down, and there is 
an opportunity for improved utilisation of land and buildings. The Master Plan identifies future 
opportunities which will better meet the needs of the local community and the West Coburg 
Sports Club. 
Initial consultation on the master plan was undertaken with Council officers, user clubs, the 
nearby preschool, local residents and local sporting associations in April 2017. Based on this 
feedback, as well as site opportunities and constraints, a Draft Master Plan was endorsed by 
Council in February 2017 (DSD3/17). Extensive consultation was undertaken on this draft 
from March 2017 to 1 September 2017. 
Feedback from this consultation informed the final Master Plan, with option 3 being the 
preferred option recommended for Council to endorse.  
 

Recommendation 
That Council: 
1. Endorses option 3 in the Morris Reserve Master Plan at Attachment 1 to this report as 

Council’s preferred Master Plan. 
2. Notes the total cost of the Master Plan to be $2,821,130, and the existing capital 

allocation of $1,480,000 in the long term Capital Program. 
3. Notes the funding gap of $1,341,130, and authorises officers to explore opportunities 

to seek alternative funding sources to make this project possible. 
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REPORT 

1. Policy Context 
The Morris Reserve Master Plan (Master Plan) project supports the ‘Connected 
Communities’ and ‘Responsible Council’ objectives of the 2017-2021 Council Plan: 

• Set a clear vision and strategy for aquatics, leisure and sporting facilities to meet 
ongoing community needs;  

• Maintain and match our infrastructure to community needs and population 
growth. 

The Master Plan meets a number of objectives within the following strategies: 
Moreland Sport and Physical Activity Strategy 2014-2018: 

• 6.2.1: To encourage participation in sport and physical activity; 
• Continue to seek opportunities to improve the physical environment of Moreland 

in a way which encourages greater participation in physical activity; and 
• 6.2.3: Ensure Moreland’s approach to improving sport and physical activity is 

underpinned and well informed by robust policies, strategies and plans. 
Moreland (draft) Municipal Health and Wellbeing Plan 2017-2021: 
Healthy Communities 

• Focus Area 1: Moreland residents are physically active at all stages of life; and 
• Focus Area 4: Moreland residents are safe and part of a resilient community. 
Liveable Neighbourhoods 

• Focus Area 4: Moreland residents have access to well designed and well located 
community facilities;  

• Focus Area 5: Moreland’s buildings and public spaces are well designed, and 
encourage community interaction; and 

• Focus Area 6: Moreland residents have access to open spaces close to where 
they live. 

The Master Plan has been developed in accordance with a number of policy 
documents including: 

• Moreland Open Space Strategy 2012-2022; 
• Moreland Active Girls and Women Strategy 2009;  
• Moreland Access and Inclusion Plan 2010-2014; 
• Asset Management Strategy; 
• Moreland Integrated Transport Strategy 2010-2019;  
• Moreland Playground Strategy 2008-2018; and  
• Moreland Bike Plan 2011-2021 and Pedestrian Plan 2009-2019.  
Associated documents: 

• West Coburg and Pascoe Vale South – Precinct Needs Analysis (Sports 
Facilities) 2011; and  

• Condition assessments for the pavilion, toilet block and scout hall. 
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2. Background 
Morris Reserve is a 3 hectare reserve located off Wadham Street and Wentworth 
Avenue in Pascoe Vale South. It is a passive/active reserve which comprises a 
football/cricket oval with a turf table and synthetic wicket, sporting pavilion, cricket 
practice nets, scout hall, a redundant public toilet block, playground, stands of trees, 
park benches, internal bollard fences and a small sealed car park. Morris Reserve is 
bounded by houses to the north, south and west and the Tullamarine Freeway to the 
east. 
Council is the primary provider of community based sports and recreation facilities, 
and is responsible for maintenance and development of these assets, in partnership 
with its users. Due to the significant investment in sporting facilities, it is crucial that 
facilities are planned and managed to ensure maximum benefit and usage for the 
total community.  
Since 2011 it has been noted that the facilities at Morris Reserve are very poor, and 
required upgrade. Residential population growth and changing demands from a 
sporting and recreation perspective have also provided a strategic driver for Council 
to undertake a Master Plan for the site. 

3. Issues 

Site amenity 
Since 2011 it has been noted that the facilities at Morris Reserve are very poor. The 
pavilion is situated at the northern end of the ground and although it appears good 
structurally, it offers little amenity other than a shelter from the elements and basic 
toilet facilities. It consists of one large change room which can be divided by a curtain 
with unusable shower/toilet rooms at each end.  
The sports ground is configured for Australian Rules football, and although a good 
size suitable for senior cricket competition, it is not compliant for senior Australian 
Rules football competition.  
The West Coburg Football Club (WCFC) juniors use Morris Reserve as a secondary 
venue for training and competition in the winter while the seniors use it for pre-
season training in the summer. West Coburg Cricket Club (WCCC) and West Coburg 
Softball Club (WCSC) use the ground and facilities for training and matches during 
summer. 
The scout hall on site in the south-east corner of the reserve is not actively used and 
is in extremely poor condition. Recent uses include storage space by an opera group 
and activities by a local dog trainer. 

Funding opportunities 
Prior to the November 2014 State Government Election, the Honourable Jane 
Garrett, Member for Brunswick, made an election commitment of $500,000 funding 
towards Morris Reserve. This commitment included new change rooms and sporting 
facilities upgrade. At the June 2015 Council meeting (DSD19/15), Council resolved to 
support an allocation in future years up to an amount matching the State Government 
contribution of $500,000 to complete the project to which State Government have 
committed funds.  
In addition the 2014 State Government Inner City Netball Program Election 
Commitment will provide ($300,000) for the construction of two compliant netball 
courts in the 2017/2018 financial year. 
The State Government has indicated it is open to further negotiation on the scope of 
the projects and where necessary. Officers will seek to vary the scope to meet the 
intent of the funding announcement, and the needs of the club. 
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The following information provides demographic and site specific information and 
outlines the results of the Morris Reserve Master Plan process. 

Draft Master Plan 
Council is the primary provider of community based sports and recreation facilities, 
and is responsible for strategic planning for the future of these sites. At the June 
2011 Council meeting (DSD19/11), Council resolved the West Coburg and Pascoe 
Vale South Precinct Needs Analysis (2011), which identified the need for master 
planning of Morris Reserve in conjunction with the West Coburg Sports Club and 
other stakeholders. 
The Morris Reserve Master Plan deals primarily with the sporting pavilion and sports 
infrastructure, landscape, park furniture and equipment, and how these interface with 
the reserve.  
The intent of the Master Plan is to identify the locations and indicate the future 
functions and approximate building size to be housed within the precinct, rather than 
the detailed design for the facility at this stage. This will allow landscaping design and 
some physical works to occur without the risk of compromising future planned 
building works within the precinct.  
Three options have been developed in the preparation of the Master Plan 
(Appendices 1 to 3) of Attachment 1. The options contain similar recommendations 
relating to playing fields, passive spaces and car parking. Based on public 
consultation outcomes, option 3 (Appendix 3) is recommended.  
The proposed works under Master Plan option 3 include: 

• Proposed extension of the car park at the Wentworth Avenue entrance. This will 
include the installation of bollards around the car park to prevent cars from 
parking on the playing field and surrounds; 

• Remove the existing storage shed and public toilet block; 
• Refurbishment and extension of the existing pavilion (into the area currently 

occupied by the storage shed and toilet block); 
• Proposed 2 metre wide crushed rock footpath circuit; 
• Proposed 1.2 metre wide footpath on the west and east side of the pavilion; 
• Wayfinding; 
• Upgrade of existing seating to the reserve; 
• Construct a 6 wicket turf table in the centre of the playing field and upgrade the 

cricket playing nets; 
• Movement of the synthetic pitch from the East to the West end of the ground; 
• Construction of 2 fully-lit, compliant acrylic-resin netball courts with no fencing to 

the east of the reserve available for public access; 
• Extend and diversify the play space, nature play area; 
• Develop a family social area near the play space. The area contain seats and 

tables, and BBQ facilities on the eastern side of the reserve; 
• Proposed pedestrian lighting along footpaths lighting along footpaths; 
• No sportsfield lighting; 
• No tree removal; 
• Water Sensitive Urban Design planting opportunity; 
• Additional tree planting;  
• Remain a dog off lead park. 
The final Master Plan will better meet the demands of the users and stakeholders at 
Morris Reserve. It provides for improved community facilities, and an increased 
opportunity for participation and social connection within the precinct.  
Improved accessibility with the provision of the footpath circuit and provision of 
additional community facilities will provide numerous opportunities and benefits in 
terms of social interaction and improved wellbeing.  
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The Master Plan also caters for the requirements of women’s sport and encourages 
more passive use of the reserve by way of promoting pedestrian activity.  
The consultation process confirmed that the future use of the reserve will not support 
senior Australian Rules Football competition or training and therefore, there will be no 
further requirement for sports field lighting. 
Based on the level of competition and use, large scale social rooms and a liquor 
license are also not supported for the site. 

Environmental implications 
The Morris Reserve Master Plan recommends the consolidation of existing buildings 
and increase the amount of open space in the reserve. The consolidation of buildings 
will reduce the energy use across the precinct and provider greater open space in a 
growing community. 
Additional environmental implications will be considered in the landscape design and 
in the detailed design of any new buildings. 

Social implications 
The facilities proposed in the Master Plan provide an increased level of amenity for 
users, offering modern facilities and a greater level of comfort. The Master Plan 
improves the integration of facilities on the site. 

Economic implications 
The proposed facility design offers an opportunity to consolidate management of the 
facilities. The consolidation of buildings will reduce the maintenance and renewal 
costs for the buildings in the precinct. Service and utility costs will also be reduced. 

Human Rights Consideration 
The implications of this report have been assessed in accordance with the 
requirements of the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities. This report and its 
recommendations have no adverse implications on Human Rights. 

4. Consultation 
A detailed community consultation program has taken place in developing the Morris 
Reserve Masterplan. Over the past 6 months, 410 people engaged in the feedback 
process.  
The consultation program included the following: 

Consultation Date 
Draft Master Morris Reserve Master Plan 
endorsed by Council for Community Consultation  

Wednesday 8 February 2017 
Council meeting 

Community Consultation commenced March 2017 
On site community consultation session at Morris 
Reserve  

Wednesday 19 April 2017 and 
Thursday 20 April 2017 

Survey distributed and Submissions opened Wednesday 3 May 2017 (closed 
Friday 19 May) 

Review survey/submission feedback results Monday 22 May – Monday 7 
August 2017 

Revised Master Plan Opportunities were 
developed and available for public consultation 
and further submissions. 

14 August 2017 

On site community consultation session at Morris 
Reserve  

Wednesday 16 August 2017 
(afternoon) and Thursday 24 
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August 2017 (evening) 
Onsite Resident Group Meeting (Wentworth and 
Brentwood Avenue residents) 

Thursday 24 August 2017 
(evening) 

Consultation closed. Friday 1 September 2017 

Advice on this project has also been sought and provided across numerous Council 
departments, including Open Space maintenance and design, Capital Works 
Delivery, Building Maintenance and Property Services. 
Project information was available on Council’s website throughout the consultation 
period with various social media posts attracting both support and concern around 
the project. 
There has been a high level of community engagement in the initial consultation 
period (March–May 2017) process, with many and varied views on the draft Master 
Plan and the best way forward. Neither the online survey, nor the community 
consultation sessions, and submissions received provided definitive advice in relation 
to key elements of the precinct under consideration.  
A total of 170 completed surveys were returned with more than half of all 
respondents (55.6%) stated additional planting and landscaping would encourage 
them to use the reserve more. An equal proportion (55.6%) wanted improved safety 
or security lighting. More seating was also chosen by 52.5% of respondents. More or 
better play equipment also proved popular (49.4%), along with BBQ/picnic facilities 
(48.8%) and more shelter and shade (48.1%).  
Respondents were also asked to rank a range of options that are being considered 
for the development of Morris Reserve. Again, recreation uses in the reserve were 
ranked more highly than sporting activities. The most popular option was facilities for 
non-sporting activities (such as sitting, walking, relaxing) with the lowest ranked 
priority was facilities for sport. 
It is also worth acknowledging that there was a significant amount of single issue 
advocacy by one group throughout the consultation, and at times using this as a 
platform for advocating their position, rather than addressing the survey questions on 
their merits. This was also evident through the community consultation sessions. This 
may have compromised the survey results and skewed the outcome for some 
questions. This was considered when analysing the survey results. 
Feedback from 32 public submissions received for Morris Reserve proposed 
development of the sporting facilities by 51.7% of respondents, and facilities for 
females (52.5%). 
In contrast, feedback from neighbouring residents was that they did not want 
additional sporting facilities and wanted it to remain a park for passive recreation, 
non-sports related exercise and dog walking. If development was to occur, their 
preference was for recreation type facilities, such as improving the playground, public 
toilets, BBQ and picnic area, shade and seating. The biggest complaints from these 
residents to the idea of more sporting activities were the impacts on their amenity, 
such as traffic, parking, crowds, noise and light pollution. There was also concern 
that sporting activities would take precedence over activities like dog walking and 
passive recreation. 
Officers committed to undertaking further consultation in relation to the landscape 
design, and the feedback provided through this process was considered during this 
next phase. On the basis of the feedback provided through the various consultation 
mechanisms, 2 revised concept plans have been drafted for consideration. Whilst it 
has not been possible to develop a concept that reflects all of the many views 
expressed through the consultation process, Officers believe the revised concept 
provides the best balance of reflecting community sentiment and meeting community 
need.  
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Further consultation specific to the draft Master Plan was undertaken throughout 14 
August 2017 to 1 September 2017. This included: 

• 2 general community consultation sessions at Morris Reserve on August 16 
(afternoon) and 17 (evening) 2017; 

• Inviting and receiving submissions from interested groups and individuals; and  
• Follow up meetings with residents of Wentworth and Brentwood Ave residents on 

24 August 2017. 
Following the August 2017 community consultation sessions, Council received a total 
of 100 submissions. 13 submissions supported Master Plan (option 1/appendix 1) as 
shown in Attachment 1, 67 supported (option 2/appendix 2) as shown in 
Attachment 1, with 14 submissions against both option 1 and 2 and 6 submissions 
providing suggestions stating no preference. 
Whilst there was a lot of positive feedback through submissions and the 3 
consultation meetings on both proposed plans, concerns were raised on issues 
including the consultation process on location of pavilion, noise, liquor licensing and, 
parking issues during sporting activities, traffic speed and volume along Brentwood 
Avenue and Wadham Street, Pascoe Vale South. 
Feedback and submissions received on both the draft concept plans have been 
noted and resulted in the developed of a new recommended option (option 
3/appendix 3 Attachment 1).  
A summary of the submission feedback can be found in Attachment 2. 

Summary of concerns 
Concern Discussion Item Action 

Pavilion Would prefer to keep current footprint with 
public toilets added.  

Noted 

Liquor Licence Zero tolerance – the majority of residents have 
strongly indicated to keep the reserve alcohol 
free during club activities. Residents 
questioned why a club would require a liquor 
licence when the club has not had one at this 
reserve.  

Recommend Council 
resolves to not endorse 
an application for a 
liquor licence at this 
reserve. 

Trees No trees of 'significance' can be removed.  No trees to be removed 
Sport field 
lighting 

Remove all sports field lighting. Sports field lighting 
removed from plan 

Netball court 
lighting 

Ideas discussed included timer, tokens, key 
given to a resident group member 

Noted 

Netball court 
fencing 

Waist high fence. Must be kept unlocked. 1.1 metre fencing to be 
constructed, and to 
remain unlocked for 
public access 

Pathway 
lighting 

Yes as a safety requirement Included in option 3 

Pathway 
around sports 
field 

Yes to a pathway around the sports field. 
Crushed rock/DDA compliant. 

Included in option 3 

Parking Agree to current car park plus overflow under 
trees as per options 1 and 2 (approximately 30 
spaces). 
Wentworth Street extra parking also 
suggested. Potential at end of pavilion where 
old toilets are to also be more parking.  

Noted 
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Traffic External consultant will complete a 'Traffic 
Management Plan' once summer cricket 
season begins. This plan will make 
recommendations i.e. clearway, permits, no 
parking zones, speed zones. 
Drop off zone closer to netball courts, Wadham 
Street turning circle possible. 

Noted - will undertake 
traffic management 
plan throughout the 
cricket season. 

Playground Bring forward Moreland Play Strategy timing. 
Important that community facilities (i.e. the 
playground) are updated at the same time as 
the new sporting facilities are being built. More 
traffic means kids that currently play on the 
street will be unsafe to do so, playground 
important! Move BBQ/shelter from play area. 

Noted 
BBQ/Shelter moved to 
the eastern side of the 
reserve in option 3 

5. Officer Declaration of Conflict of Interest 
Council officers involved in the preparation of this report have no conflict of interest in 
this matter. 

6. Financial and Resources Implications 
The revised and recommended Master Plan (option 3/appendix 3) for Morris Reserve 
has been estimated at $1,141,130.00 (appendix 4), as shown in Attachment 1. It 
should be noted that this figure does not include the cost of the pavilion. The pavilion 
refurbishment has been estimated at $1,680,000 resulting in a total cost Master Plan 
implementation cost of $2,821,130. 
Council’s current 5 year capital works plan (2017-2021) lists $1,480,000 in approved 
works for Morris Reserve: 

Master Plan 
Item 

Total Cost Funds 
already 
allocated 

Funding 
Gap 

Comment 

Netball Court 
development 

$300,000 $300,000 $0 2 fully-lit competition compliant 
courts funded entirely from 
State Government’s Inner City 
Netball Program. 
To be delivered by 2018. 

Pavilion and 
Public Toilet 
 

$1,680,000  $1,180.000 $500,000 Jointly funded by the State 
Government $500,000 
(election commitment) and 
$500,000 from Council. To be 
delivered by 2019.  
Sport and Recreation Victoria 
have indicated they are open 
to negotiation on the scope of 
the projects and may be open 
to scope variation to meet 
local need. 

Cricket Pitch 
(Turf Table and 
Synthetic) 
Renewal 

$179,000 0 $179,000 Refer to Council’s capital 
works program and identify 
opportunities for supporting 
funding sources. 

Cricket Nets 
Renewal 

$259,620 0 $259,620 Refer to Council’s capital 
works program and identify 
opportunities for supporting 
funding sources. 

Planting $33,110 0 $33,110 Refer to Council’s capital 
works program 
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Master Plan 
Item 

Total Cost Funds 
already 
allocated 

Funding 
Gap 

Comment 

Existing Car 
Park, North 
Proposed and 
Spill out. 

$77,500 0 $77,500 Refer to Council’s capital 
works program 

Park Furniture, 
shelter, tables, 
seats, BBQ 

$80,000 0 $80,000 Refer to Council’s capital 
works program 

Playground $15,800 0 $15,800 Refer to Council’s capital 
works program 

Paving and 
Surface 
Finishes 

$101,600 0 $101,600 Refer to Council’s capital 
works program 

Pedestrian 
Public lighting 

$70,000 0 $70,000 Refer to Council’s capital 
works program 

Signage/Way 
Finding 
elements 

$10,000 0 $10,000 Refer to Council’s capital 
works program 

Maintenance $14,500 0 $14,500 Refer to Council’s capital 
works program 

Total $2,821,130 $1,480,00 $1,341,130  

In order to deliver the entire Morris Reserve Master Plan, further funding will be 
required in future capital works budgets. There is also the opportunity to external 
funding towards delivery of elements of the Master Plan. Council officers will seek 
grants and co-investment opportunities, where appropriate, including from other 
levels of Government, as well as developing partnerships with State Sporting 
Associations and sporting clubs to implement the un-funded components of the 
Master Plan. 
With Council endorsement, the identified funding gap of $1,341,130 will be referred 
to the Capital Works Program and its priority will be assessed along with all other 
projects within the long term Capital Works Program. 

7. Implementation 
With Council endorsement, officers will: 

• Inform the residents and West Coburg Sports Club of Councils resolution.  
• Inform the State Government of Council’s resolution. 
• Undertake detailed design on the proposed pavilion refurbishment. 
• Refer the identified funding gap of $1,341,130 to Council’s Capital Works budget 

process for consideration. 
• The Master Plan will be subject to review in 2023. 

 

Attachment/s 
1  Final Morris Reserve Master Plan - October 2017 D17/353361  
2  Summary of community consultation responses to the draft Morris 

Reserve Master Plan - August 2017 
D17/353679  

  


	Executive Summary
	REPORT
	1. Policy Context
	2. Background
	3. Issues
	Site amenity
	Funding opportunities
	Draft Master Plan
	Environmental implications
	Social implications
	Economic implications
	Human Rights Consideration

	4. Consultation
	Summary of concerns

	5. Officer Declaration of Conflict of Interest
	6. Financial and Resources Implications
	7. Implementation
	Attachment/s


